
Advent
First Sunday of Advent

Entrance Antiphon
To you, I lift up my soul, O my God.

In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame.
Nor let my enemies exult over me;

and let none who hope in you be put to shame.
Cf. Ps 25 (24): 1-3

The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) is not said.

Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God,
the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ

with righteous deeds at his coming,
so that, gathered at his right hand,
they may be worthy to possess the heavenly Kingdom.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

The Creed is said.

Accept, we pray, O Lord, these offerings we make,
gathered from among your gifts to us,

and may what you grant us to celebrate devoutly here below
gain for us the prize of eternal redemption.
Through Christ our Lord.

Preface I of Advent, p. 412.

Communion Antiphon
The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its increase.

Ps 85 (84): 13

May these mysteries, O Lord,
in which we have participated,

profit us, we pray,
for even now, as we walk amid passing things,
you teach us by them to love the things of heaven
and hold fast to what endures.
Through Christ our Lord.

A formula of Solemn Blessing, p. 622, may be used.
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March 25
The Annunciation of the Lord

Solemnity

Whenever this Solemnity occurs during Holy Week, it is transferred to the 
Monday after the Second Sunday of Easter.

Entrance Antiphon
The Lord said, as he entered the world:
Behold, I come to do your will, O God.

Heb 10: 5, 7

The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) is said.

O God, who willed that your Word 
should take on the reality of human flesh

in the womb of the Virgin Mary,
grant, we pray,
that we, who confess our Redeemer to be God and man,
may merit to become partakers even in his divine nature.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

The Creed is said. At the words and was incarnate all genuflect.

Be pleased, almighty God, 
to accept your Church’s offering,

so that she, who is aware that her beginnings
lie in the Incarnation of your Only Begotten Son,
may rejoice to celebrate his mysteries on this Solemnity.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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578  The Order of Mass
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts . . .

Preface I of Apostles

The Apostles, shepherds of God’s people

64.	 The following Preface is said in Masses of the Apostles, especially of Saints Peter 
and Paul.
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It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For you, eternal Shepherd, do not desert your flock,
but through the blessed Apostles
watch over it and protect it always,
so that it may be governed
by those you have appointed shepherds
to lead it in the name of your Son.

And so, with Angels and Archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts . . .
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December 8
The Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Patronal Feastday  
of the United States of America

Solemnity

Entrance Antiphon
I rejoice heartily in the Lord,

in my God is the joy of my soul;
for he has clothed me with a robe of salvation,

and wrapped me in a mantle of justice,
like a bride adorned with her jewels.

Is 61: 10

The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) is said.

O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
prepared a worthy dwelling for your Son,

grant, we pray,
that, as you preserved her from every stain
by virtue of the Death of your Son, which you foresaw,
so, through her intercession,
we, too, may be cleansed and admitted to your presence.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

The Creed is said.

Graciously accept the saving sacrifice 
which we offer you, O Lord,

on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
and grant that, as we profess her,
on account of your prevenient grace,
to be untouched by any stain of sin,
so, through her intercession,
we may be delivered from all our faults.
Through Christ our Lord.
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March 19
Saint Joseph, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Solemnity

Entrance Antiphon
Behold, a faithful and prudent steward,
whom the Lord set over his household.

Cf. Lk 12: 42

The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) is said.

Grant, we pray, almighty God, 
that by Saint Joseph’s intercession

your Church may constantly watch over
the unfolding of the mysteries of human salvation,
whose beginnings you entrusted to his faithful care.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

The Creed is said.

We pray, O Lord, 
that, just as Saint Joseph served with loving care

your Only Begotten Son, born of the Virgin Mary,
so we may be worthy to minister
with a pure heart at your altar.
Through Christ our Lord.

The mission of Saint Joseph
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820  Proper of Saints




